
Disciple Times 

“If for only one” 

Luke 5:4-7 
 

How You Can Help: 
• Pray for us 

• Donate supplies 

• Volunteer at the Gifts 
of Grace Resale Store 

• Teach classes 

• Become a Grace Partner 

 
Grace Partners: 

Please prayerfully consider  

becoming a Grace Partner.  

As a Grace Partner, you  

join with us to build, 

strengthen and support the 

House of Disciples through 

prayer and by committing 

to support the ministry 

with a monthly donation of 

any amount. As a monthly  

supporter, you impact the 

lives of each man here at 

the House of Disciples. 

 

Mission Statement: 

To make disciples who  

know Christ, share Christ, 

and multiply Christ in the 

lives of others. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to  
Emmett A., Shawn A. and 
John D. for receiving  
certificates for being  
Servant Leaders for the 
month of April. 

this issue 

The Time is Now P.1 

HOD Shreveport On Hold P.1 

5K Bunny Run / ETX CR Day in the Park P.2 

 Appreciation Ceremony / HOD Softball P.2 

Certified Recovery Coaches P.2 

Past Resident Update / Haircuts P.2 

Upcoming Events P.2 

Newsletter Newsletter 

Disciple Times 
MAY 2012 ISSUEMAY 2012 ISSUE  

 
“So if the Son sets you free, 
you will be free indeed.” 
John 8:36  
 
Greetings in the name of 
Jesus from Petr Samoylich,  
missionary in Latvia!  
 

Where is Latvia? Latvia is one of the three Baltic 
States located across the Baltic Sea from Sweden 
with a population of two million. Latvia received its 
independence from Russia in 1918 for the first time. 
 But in 1940, Russia occupied it again. For the next 
50 years, Latvia was under Soviet communist ruling. 
During this time, thousands and thousands of  
people were sent to Siberia to labor camps in cargo 
wagons with their families, including small children 
and elderly people. Many of them died before they 
reached the camps, and many died in the camps. 
There is an Occupation Museum in Riga, capital of 
Latvia, with a lot of information and facts about 
these hard years of occupation in history of Latvia. 
When visiting this museum, you can see how much 
people suffered.  
 
During Soviet time in Latvia, many churches were 
closed and buildings were destroyed, or used for 
storage, barns or as sports halls. Some churches 
were active underground. After 50 years of Soviet 
regime in Latvia, many towns and villages were left 
without any church.  
 
But in 1991, Latvia received its independence 
again, when the Soviet Union fell down. God used 
President Reagan and Gorbachev to destroy  

communist and socialist power and give freedom to 
Latvia and other smaller Eastern European  
countries, which were oppressed under communist 
regime. Praise the Lord!  
 
Now Latvia is one of the free countries where  
gospel can be preached everywhere. Bibles can be 
distributed at public schools. I was born and grew 
up in the Ukraine, Soviet Union at that time. And I 
remember very well the persecution in this regime, 
and my family suffered from it. The Bible was an 
illegal book in all Soviet Union. No one could send it 
and no one could bring it in. I am from a large family 
of 10 children and we did not have a Bible in our 
native language. We had to learn another language 
to be able to read Bible. I remember when we had 
one very old Bible for twelve people in our family. 
But now I can print and distribute thousands of  
Bibles at public schools and orphanages and  
kindergartens! Praise God! He makes all things 
possible!  
 
Dear American friends, we live at a special time 
today. God is calling us to change lives. It does not 
matter where you live and what country you are 
from. God is the same for everyone! Thousands and 
thousands of people still have not heard and have 
not seen God’s love, they live in darkness and they 
are looking for the Light. It is worth the sacrifice to 
change the life of someone else. God is looking for 
people who are willing to go and willing to do His 
will. The time is now! 
 
May God bless you abundantly, 
Petr Samoylich 

(Wiseman Ministries is a faithful supporter in this work) 

“The Time is Now” by Petr Samovlich, Missionary in Latvia 

HOD Shreveport On Hold 
We regret to inform you that we 
are canceling the grand opening 
that we had scheduled for May 5 
at our Shreveport location. The 
certificate of occupancy that was 
issued to us after we completed 
the necessary renovations to 

bring the building up to code, 
was appealed by Shreveport's 
Downtown Development Author-
ity. It was ultimately revoked by 
the City Zoning Board of  
Appeals, citing that the area was 
not zoned for a residential  

recovery center  We are praying 
for direction and considering all 
our options at this time. We will 
keep you posted on any future 
developments. Thank you for your 
support and prayers. 



Congratulations to our Senior 
Program Director, Brett Foster, 
and our Facility Program Director, 
Michael Smith, who are now  
Certified Recovery Coaches.   
The six week training program 
sponsored by ETCADA (East 
Texas Council on Alcoholism and 
Drug Abuse) taught both coaching 
and addiction approaches that 
come from addiction research, 
organizational development,  
psychology, business, as well as 
grass roots recovery models.  
Recovery Coaching accelerates 
the client’s progress in recovery 
by recognizing  risk-taking behav-
iors and providing greater focus 

and awareness of choices,  
actions and responsibil ity.  
Recovery Coaches support the 
client in achieving and maintaining 
a solid foundation in recovery, and 
building upon recovery to achieve 
other life goals that make recov-
ery worthwhile.  This is a great 
tool for us to use here at HOD. 

Some of you may 
remember Kurt. He 
recently stopped 
by to give us an 
update on his life, 
which he says 
turned around after 
coming to HOD. 
When he came to us, he was on 
oxygen, numerous medications, 
and had multiple heart attacks.  
We loved and cared for him until 
we were able to get him into a 
nursing facility. Over the past 
year, he has made a miraculous 
recovery, has a great job, a house 
and is engaged to his former 
nurse.  All glory to God!  

Certified Recovery Coaches                         Past Resident Update 

Contact us:Contact us: 
www.houseofdisciples.com 
info@houseofdisciples.com 
Phone:  903-553-0952 
Fax:  903-234-2303 
 
Mailing: 
House of Disciples 
P.O.  Box 1207 
Longview, TX 75606 
 
Main Locations:. 
 

House of Disciples  
210 S. Green St. 
Longview, TX 75601 
 
House of Disciples  
710 Travis St. 
Shreveport, LA 71101 
 
White Chocolate: 
www.wcministry.com 
Bookings: 903-851-9249 

M25, a ministry of Motion 
Church, sponsored a 5k Bunny 
Run on April 7. Registered run-
ners raced down the Boorman 
Trail, including participants from 
our House of Disciples staff. 
Proceeds from this event went 
to a program facilitated by the 
House of Disciples in partner-
ship with Harvest Outreach, 
called Kids Cafe. It is a summer 
feeding program for under privi-
leged kids in our community.  

The 2nd Annual “East Texas 
Celebrate Recovery - Day in the 
Park” was held on April 28 at 
Bergfield Park in Tyler, Texas.  
Our House of Disciples 
residents were in attendance 
and had a lot of fun.  There was 
food, fellowship, testimonies, 
and music throughout the day.  
Our own White Chocolate was 
one of the bands that  
ministered, along with Chains 
Off Band, HALO and Consumed 
217.  

A Teacher & Volunteer Appre-
ciation Ceremony has been 
scheduled for Sunday, May 6 at 
3 pm in the HOD Chapel at the 
Longview location. If you have 
volunteered your time to teach, 
mentor, or provide skilled labor 
at the House of Disciples or at 
Gifts of Grace, you are invited to 
attend. Those who are  
interested in volunteering in the 
future are also encouraged to 
come.  This is an opportunity for 
the staff and residents to say 
thanks and to let you know how 
valuable you are to us.  Also, we 
have scheduled the 2nd Thurs-
day of each month for a Volun-
teer Orientation here at HOD.  If 
you are interested, stop by to 
see how you can get involved. 

HOD SOFTBALL: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The HOD softball team has 
been hitting and fielding 
like winners and this has 
been their best season so 
far. Pictured above is Zach 
scoring a run. Please come 
and show your support at 
Hinsley Park on Tuesday 
nights. There are only three 
games left: 
 5-01 9:45 pm 
 5-08 9:45 pm 
 5-15 8:45 pm 

HOD Haircuts: 
Guys & Gals Beauty Shop 
has graciously volunteered 
their time to keep our guys 
looking well groomed.  Pic-
tured below are Eddie, John 
and Jeremy who look very 
handsome with their fresh 
cuts.  We encourage you to 
stop by the salon located at 
106 S. Center St. in down-
town Longview.  

5K Bunny Run               ETX CR Day in the Park  Appreciation Ceremony   

Sunday, May 6 / 3:00 PM 

    Teacher & Volunteer Appreciation Ceremony, 

    HOD Chapel, Longview, TX 

Thursday, May 10 / 6:30 PM 

    NEW Volunteer & Teacher Orientation, 

    HOD Chapel, Longview, TX 

Saturday, May 12 /  Noon till late 

    White Chocolate - Community Outreach, 

    Word Alive Outreach Min., Carthage, TX 

Wed, May 16 (Men) & Thur. May 17 (Women) 

    White Chocolate & HOD - Prison Ministry, 

    East Texas Treatment Facility, Henderson, TX 

Thursday, May 24 / 8:00 AM 

    White Chocolate & HOD - Prison Ministry, 

    Polunsky Unit - B Side, Livingston, TX 

Upcoming Events 
Sunday, May 27 / Noon till 9 PM 

    White Chocolate & HOD - Outreach,  

    Gladewater Lake with New Heights Church 

Monday, May 28 / MEMORIAL DAY 

    HOD Offices & Gifts of Grace are CLOSED 

Saturday, June 2 - Saturday, June 9 

    Gifts of Grace Resale Store - $1 MEGA SALE  

Sunday, June 3 / 3:00 PM 

    HOD Graduation Ceremony at Chapel in Longview 

Sunday, June 10 / 7:00 PM 

    White Chocolate & HOD - Prison Ministry, 

    Johnston Unit, Winnsboro, TX 

Thursday, June 14 / 6:30 PM 

    NEW Volunteer & Teacher Orientation, 

    HOD Chapel, Longview, TX 


