
“If for only one” 
Luke 5:4-7 

 
How You Can Help: 
 Pray for us 
 Donate supplies 
 Volunteer at the Gifts 

of Grace Resale Store 
 Teach classes 
 Become a Grace Partner 
 
 

Grace Partners: 
Wiseman Ministries, Inc. is a 
non-profit, 501c(3) organiza-
tion.  Our ministry operates 
solely on donations from 
individuals, churches, busi-
nesses and organizations. 
Please prayerfully consider  
becoming a Grace Partner.  
As a Grace Partner, you  
join with us to fulfill Matthew 
25 & Isaiah 58 by providing 
food to the hungry, clothing 
to the needy, shelter to the 
homeless, to minister to 
those in prison and to help 
liberate those controlled by 
addictions.  

Mission Statement: 
To make disciples who  
know Christ, share Christ, 
and multiply Christ in the 
lives of others. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Rudy C. 
for receiving a certificate for 
being a Servant Leader for 
the month of January. 
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I was raised in Mississippi under a de-
vout Missionary Baptist family, where I 
learned the Word of God with a heavy 
emphasis on ministry service. As I grew 
up and left home, I seemed to lose the 
faith that I had in my childhood.  In my 
mid-twenties, I developed a drinking 

problem. I blamed this on the adversities of life. In-
stead of relying on my faith in God to get me through 
these problems, I tried to work everything out on my 
own power.  In 1987, due to the problems that I was 
causing my family, I moved to the East Texas area. 
With the support of my employer and my new 
friends, my life seemed to settle down a bit, even 
though I continued to drink.  After a breakup of a 
relationship in 2001, my life once again spun out of 
control and I began to use illicit drugs. That lifestyle 
brought deceit, manipulation and unreliability. By 
2008, I lost all my credibility in the town I was living 
in and moved to Longview for a fresh start.  I started 
volunteering at Newgate Mission and began attend-
ing their Bible studies. In doing so, I began to realize 

how far I had drifted from God, but instead of turning 
to Him, I continued to try and handle things on my 
own. Because of my pride, I fell deeper into hope-
lessness and despair. On January 9, 2013, I made 
the decision to dedicate one year of my life to the 
House of Disciples Life Recovery Program.  The first 
Bible study that I was a part of was called “Lord, 
Change My Attitude” and it really ministered to me. 
This past year has been the best experience of my 
life. My relationship with God has grown. I now take 
to heart Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the plans I 
have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to pros-
per you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future.” I rely on James 1:2-3, “Consider it 
pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you 
face trials of many kinds, because you know that the 
testing of your faith produces perseverance.” Even 
though I do not know what the future holds for me, I 
plan to stay at the House of Disciples serving in the 
ministry for a season. I will continue to be a disciple 
of Christ; loving and honoring Him in all I do and 
sharing His love with others. 

“My Story” by James Keys, Program Resident

I read an article this past week by 
a professor at a major university. 
He was attempting to explain how 
one has to be careful in studying 
the Bible with a critical slant. He 
went on to explain that he lived 
the first 20 years of his life believ-
ing in God. He grew up in a faith-
based home and carried blind 
faith toward the Bible and Christi-
anity. However, when he began 
studying the Bible for himself, his 
long-lived beliefs came into ques-
tion. He said that he now believes 
that there are too many fallacies 
within the Word of God and it is 
just another ordinary book. He 
has lived the past 20 years not 
believing in God. I was puzzled 
by his words. How can someone 
study the Word of God and come 
away believing that it is just an 
ordinary book? The word “Bible” 
means “God-breathed”. Although 

there are 50 authors; written in 10 
different countries; written over a 
span of 1600 years; in three lan-
guages; 2930 characters; 1189 
chapters; 31173 verses; yet noth-
ing about the breathed Word of 
God contradicts itself, misleads 
its reader or lacks creditable con-
tent that can, and has been many 
times, verified and proven. Did 
God speak through and inspire 
man to write it? Yes! Scholars 
can argue how God inspired His 
chosen writers: neo-orthodox, 
dictation theory, limited inspiration 
theory or the plenary verbal theo-
ry. But they can’t argue the fact 
that it was inspired. Only a deity 
with capabilities beyond humanity 
can pull 50 individual writers to-
gether with a common goal and 
focus - Christ. Did God use man 
to assemble the Bible in the order 
it is in? Yes! We call this process, 

“canon”. Canon 
means a “reed or 
measuring rod”. 
Canon is how God 
used man to deter-
mine what books were accepted as 
Scripture. Many books were con-
sidered; however, only few were 
accepted as sacred Scripture. The 
standard by which the books of the 
Bible were selected was: 1. the 
books had to carry an apostolic 
authorship; 2. the book had to bare 
evidence of first-century origin; 3. 
had to contain the message of the 
true gospel of Jesus Christ. It took 
generations for the canon as we 
knew to emerge. Yet we see God’s 
finger-prints all through it. In my 
opinion, it takes greater faith to not 
believe the Word of God than it 
does to believe it. Don’t take my 
word for it, take God’s. 

“From The Heart” by Tim Wiseman, Executive Director



The House of Disciples Band 
had two ministry events this 
month. The band ministered on 
Wednesday, January 15 for 
both chapel services at 
Longview Christian School with 
82 in attendance. On Sunday, 
January 26, they ministered at 
the Foundations of Life Church 
in Waxahachie, Texas, with 350 
in attendance. The band is cur-
rently finalizing their production 
for their February prison tour. 
The theme for February is 
“Follow Me” in reference to 
Christ in Mark 8:34. 

Joe R. is nearing 
completion of the 
House of Disci-
ples Life Recov-
ery Program and 
has recently 
started a semes-
ter at Kilgore Col-
lege toward fulfill 

his ambition of working in the 
medical field.  Joe plans to an-
swer God's discipleship calling to 
help people get well and live 
healthier lives.  Joe earned a lot 
of college hours in his home state 
of Oklahoma and now credits 
H.O.D. with getting his life back 
on track. Joe is also an excellent 
short stop on our H.O.D. softball 
team. The next softball season 
starts in March. Be sure to come 
out and support the team. 

HOD High Island is starting a 
monthly fundraising opportunity 
with the theme, “Clean Out Your 
Closet”. This will be a monthly 
yard sale held the weekend pri-
or to the local Trade Days in 
Winnie, TX.  The next sale will 
be on February 28 through 
March 1 at 2028 9th Street, 
High Island, Texas.  We are 
currently accepting donations of 
gently used items. It is time to 
“Clean Out Your Closet” for a 
good cause. 

Contact us: 

 

House of Disciples: 
www.houseofdisciples.com 
info@houseofdisciples.com 
Phone:  903-553-0952 
Fax:  903-234-2303 
 

Mailing: 
House of Disciples 
P.O.  Box 1207 
Longview, TX 75606 
 

Physical Location #1: 

House of Disciples  
210 S. Green St. 
Longview, TX 75601 
 

Physical Location #2: 

House of Disciples  
2028 9th St.  
High Island, TX 77623 
 

House of Disciples Band: 
band@houseofdisciples.com 
Bookings: 903-851-9249 

 
This past month, we had 
three of our residents  
baptized by Pastor Cary 
Hilliard of First Baptist 
Church in Longview. Cody 
V., Earl  D. and Beau G. all 
made the decision to follow 
Christ through water bap-
tism. We are proud of their 
choice to put God first in 
their lives. 

This year's January Birth-
day Boys are, left to 
right,  Aaron R., Ben S., 
and Beau G. Mrs. Meyer 
hosted the ceremony and 
brought the guys gifts, 
cake and punch.  

We are very excited to an-
nounce that within the next few 
months we will have a second 
location for our Gifts of Grace 
Resale Store.  This new location 
will be near the mall in the 
Northloop Plaza Shopping Cen-
ter. Our plan is to operate both 
stores for an undetermined 
amount of time. The new store is 
over double the size of where 
we are operating now. The addi-
tional space will not only allow 
for more merchandise on the 
floor, but will also give us the 
much needed backroom space 
for processing all the donations.  
Please continue to donate to 
and shop at our current location. 
All proceeds support our ministry 
efforts. 

Last year, the HOD band had the 
opportunity to minister at a Public 
School Teachers conference in 
Riga, Latvia, with Pastor Peter 
Samoylich of the Salvation Temple 
Baptist Church. It was a wonderful 
experience and we felt an instant 
connection to the Latvian people. 
This past month, Pastor Samolich 
held another conference with a 
couple hundred teachers present. 
His goal is to equip the teachers 
with the tools they need to reach 
the next generation for the king-
dom of God. In Latvia, only 1% of 
the population is Christian and 
most do not have a Bible. Another 
one of Peter's goals is to print at 
least 10,000 Bibles in the Latvian 
language each year, then provide 
those Bibles to the Latvian people. 
The process of printing the next 
load of Latvian Children Bibles is 
moving forward, with plans to dis-
tribute them at the next Teachers 
Conference in April. Please be in 
prayer for this conference and for 
the finances to come in so they get 
the much needed Bibles printed. 

One of our residents, Earl D., has 
had the pleasure of coaching on 
the Upwards Basketball League, 
along with Coach Skarda. They 
have lead the Bobcats (Ages 9 & 
10) to an undefeated season and 
the Jazz team (Ages 6 & 7) have 
a 1 - 3 record.  Coach Earl says 
that he considers sharing the love 
of Christ through basketball, part 
of his discipleship. He is having a 
great time and loves the kids. 

Sunday, Feb 9 / 7:00 PM 
    HOD Band / Johnston Prison - Winnsboro, TX 
Wednesday, Feb 12 & Thursday, Feb 13 / 6:00 PM 
    HOD Band / ETTF Prison - Henderson, TX 
Sunday, Feb 16 / 10:00 AM  
    HOD Band / Polunsky Prison, Livingston, TX 
Friday, Feb 21 / 7:00 PM 
    HOD Band - Fri Night Live at HOD-Longview 
Friday, Feb 28 / 7:00 PM 
    Rev. Billy Cobb - Fri Night Live at HOD-Longview 
Friday, Feb 28 / 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM 
    Gifts of Grace Resale Store - $5 Fill-A-Bag Sale 

We are always in need 
of volunteers at the 
House of Disciples and 
Gifts of Grace Resale 
Store. From group pro-
jects, to regular rota-
tions, there is something 
for you to do. Duties 
range from food service, answering the phones, 
sorting donated items, working as a cashier at 
the store, teaching a class, to being a peer men-
tor for our men. If you are interested in helping in 
any way, give us a call today. 

But God shows His love 
for us in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ 
died for us.  
            Romans 5:8 


